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SALT LAKE COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY

Candidate 101
A practical starting packet for people running for office in Salt Lake County.

Run with purpose
Thank you for stepping forward to serve your neighbors as a Republican. Be proud of the principles
you bring to the race. Read the Salt Lake County platform and the Utah GOP platform. Choose the
principles that matter most to your office, explain them in your own words, and show voters how you
will serve with honesty and accountability.

Your first move
Identify your exact office and district, then use the election office that handles your race to verify
eligibility, filing, and reporting. This packet is a working checklist; official instructions control.

1 Confirm the race
□ Is this seat up for election? Confirm the office name and district number.

□ Check your home address against the current district boundaries and the office-specific qualifications.

□ For Salt Lake County races, start with the County Clerk. Federal and statewide candidates file with the
Utah Lieutenant Governor. Check the exact paperwork for your office.

□ Put filing, candidate profile, and financial reporting deadlines on your calendar. Set reminders and decide
who will check that each item was submitted.

Use the official sources
Utah candidate resources and 2026 manual
https://vote.utah.gov/resources-for-candidates-political-groups-parties/

Salt Lake County Clerk - how to file
https://www.saltlakecounty.gov/clerk/elections/candidate-filing/how-to/

Salt Lake County financial disclosures
https://www.saltlakecounty.gov/clerk/elections/financial-disclosures/

Campaign details to fill in
Office and district: ____________________________________________

Filing office and contact: ________________________________________

Person tracking reports: _____________ Next deadline: _____________

https://slcogop.com/party-platform/
https://www.utgop.org/utah_republican_party_platform
https://vote.utah.gov/resources-for-candidates-political-groups-parties/
https://www.saltlakecounty.gov/clerk/elections/candidate-filing/how-to/
https://www.saltlakecounty.gov/clerk/elections/financial-disclosures/
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Build a campaign people can find
2 Set up the essentials
□ Use a campaign email and phone that someone checks every day. Decide who answers inquiries.

□ Prepare a short bio, a plain description of why you are running, and consistent name, office, and district
wording.

□ Create a simple website or landing page and keep its contact information current.

□ Assign someone to record contributions and expenses from the start, using the filing office's instructions.

□ Set up a shared calendar for candidate events, volunteer shifts, production deadlines, and reports.

3 Get the photo right
Take a dedicated, current, solo, high-resolution head-and-shoulders photograph. Face the camera in
good light with a simple background, and keep the original file. Do not send a vacation photo, full-body
shot, group photo, or screenshot. Use the same recognizable image on your website, handouts, and
candidate listing.

4 Prepare the first materials
□ One-page candidate introduction with name, office, district, website, and contact.

□ A sign and handout design reviewed for accuracy and any applicable disclosure or placement
requirements.

□ A short event introduction, a longer answer to why you are running, and responses to likely local
questions.

Keep one master record
Store the final photo, biography, logos, sign files, approved wording, and links in a shared folder your
campaign team can find. Designate one person to approve changes.

People and responsibilities
Campaign contact: ___________________ Finance/reporting: ___________________

Volunteer lead: ______________________ Website/materials: ___________________
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Reach people and use party resources
5 Make a simple outreach plan
□ List the voters, neighborhoods, community events, and volunteer opportunities most relevant to your

race.

□ Set a weekly schedule for doors, calls, events, follow-up, and volunteer coordination. Track what was
completed.

□ Identify useful major transportation routes, including routes outside the district. Place signs only with
property permission and where applicable local and state sign and right-of-way rules allow.

□ Make a plan to remove signs and maintain materials after events and Election Day.

6 Connect with the party
Send SLCoGOP your preferred name, office and district, campaign website, monitored contact
information, current headshot, and any corrections to your listing. Ask about data access, Right Insight,
volunteer coordination, and party events through the Candidate Resources page. Access requests are
reviewed before access is granted.

SLCoGOP Candidate Resources
https://slcogop.com/slcogop-candidate-hub/

Utah GOP candidate resources and access requests
https://www.utgop.org/candidates

Utah GOP training and handbooks
https://www.utgop.org/resources

Your first seven days
□ Day 1: Verify office, district, filing status, and next reporting deadline.

□ Days 1-2: Choose campaign contacts and who will track financial reports.

□ Days 2-4: Get the photo, bio, website, and candidate listing ready.

□ Days 4-7: Set the first two weeks of outreach and ask for the party resources you need.

This checklist is general campaign guidance, not a substitute for the current rules for your office. Confirm deadlines and
requirements with the appropriate election office. Links were reviewed September 25, 2026.

https://slcogop.com/slcogop-candidate-hub/
https://www.utgop.org/candidates
https://www.utgop.org/resources

